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Goals
• Provide immediate enrollment of homeless children who are not 

already enrolled. This includes reviewing and revising any laws, 
regulations, practices, or policies that may act as barriers to the 
enrollment, attendance, or success of homeless children and youth

• Provide school stability for students experiencing homelessness by 
allowing them to remain in their school of origin when this is in the 
child’s or youth’s best interest and providing transportation to and 
from the student's school of origin at the parent’s/guardian’s or 
unaccompanied youth’s request

• Ensure that homeless students are provided services in such a way 
that they are not isolated or stigmatized

• Promote school success and completion for homeless students

• Support collaboration between schools and community agencies 
serving homeless students
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Definition of Homeless?
• The term "homeless children and youths"--

(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (within the 
meaning of section 103(a)(1)); and

(B) includes--
(i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds 
due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional 
shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;*

(ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the 
meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C));

(iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

(iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children 
are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).

•
*Per Title IX, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act, "awaiting foster care placement" was 
removed from the definition of homeless on December 10, 2016; the only exception to this removal 
is that "covered states" have until December 10, 2017 to remove "awaiting foster care placement" 
from their definition of homeless.
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Application Process
• Now accepting Applications until May 14, 2018

• Applications have been distributed via e-mail 
Applications also available on the BIE website 
(www.bie.edu)

• Award notifications will be made 06/01/2018

• Award is 3-years (2018-2021) and is contingent upon 
funding & availability of funds and meeting 
application requirements.
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Who can apply?

• All Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) funded 
schools

• The school must have a minimum of 25 students 
identified in the Native American Student 
Information System (NASIS) according to the 
school’s identification policies and procedures 
which is aligned to the Title IX, Part A of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and 
definition. 

• NOTE: If you currently receive MCV grant, you 
will need to re-apply
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Grant Requirements

• NUMBER OF HOMELESS STUDENTS- Applicants must have a minimum of 25 students identified in a 
Homeless situation according to the homeless definition in Section 725 of the McKinney-Vento Act, 
as amended by ESSA. Students must be identified in NASIS.

• STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES-The project application must include a Statement of Assurances 
signed by an authorized school representative who is responsible for meeting all statutory and 
regulatory requirements for managing the grant. This representative is typically the ranking school 
administrator or designee.

• NATIVE STAR/SCHOOLWIDE APPLICATION-All grant recipients must submit reports into Native Star 
pursuant to the timeline provided by BIE. Additionally, grant information must be reflected in the 
school’s Schoolwide Application and Budget. Subgrantee will select indicators of effective practice 
that align to the program activities and engage in tools determined by the BIE that will assist 
program implementation.

• ACADEMIC PROGRESS-All grant recipients must track the academic progress for all students 
receiving program funded services through progress monitoring such as NWEA or similar tools. The 
school agrees to share program student data with the BIE in order to document the progress of the 
students served by program funds using non-identifying methodologies

• COLLABORATION-The application must specify the organizations the school will collaborate with to 
implement activities outlined in the grant.
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Grant Requirements

• END OF THE YEAR REPORT-Each sub-grantee must submit an end of the year report to the BIE 
McKinney-Vento State Coordinator during the project period. Failure to submit such a report will 
result in the sub-grantee program funding being suspended the following year.

• MONITORING PROGRAM PROGRESS-All sub-grantee awardees must maintain fiscal and program 
records for quarterly review of program progress. Grant recipients will be required to submit an 
evaluation template at the beginning of the year (BOY), middle of the year (MOY), and end of year 
(EOY).  Sub-grantees must respond to all BIE program inquiries and requests in a timely manner.

• ADEQUATE AND TIMELY USE OF FUNDS-All project funds must be spent according to the approved 
project proposal in order to be considered for the following year’s funding.

• DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS-The project will be awarded for 3 consecutive school years. Funds will be 
distributed on July 1st of each year based on: (1) availability of funds; and (2) satisfactory program 
accomplishments; and, (3) timely submission of required reports. 

• MODIFICATIONS-Schools must submit a proposed modification to the application if key personnel, 
activities, expenditures, budget description and budget are being modified. Such modifications 
must be submitted to the BIE McKinney-Vento State Coordinator for review prior to implementing 
the change. Modification requests must be approved by the BIE McKinney-Vento State Coordinator.
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Grant Requirements

• CARRYOVER-Carryover of program funds is discouraged; however, in cases where applicants have 
unexpended funds, a carryover request must be submitted to the BIE McKinney-Vento State 
Coordinator no later than June 15th in the year funds were awarded. Carryover funds may be 
subtracted from the subgrantee’s award for the following school year.

• PROBATION-Subgrantees will be placed on probationary status for: 1) non-submission of reports 
outlined in the grant requirements and assurances; 2) not following approved program plan and 
budget; 3) not meeting the requirement of providing services to a minimum number of 25 
students.

• AWARD DETERMINATION – The BIE reserves the rights to impose Specific Conditions, as applicable, 
in accordance with 2 CFR 200.207 and to terminate the award, as applicable, under the provisions 
of 2 CFR 200.339. Also, the BIE reserves the right to determine the total award amount a school will 
receive.
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Criteria for Award



Criteria for Award



Criteria for Award



Part I-School Information



Part II-Project Narrative



Part II-Project Narrative



Part II-Project Narrative



Part II-Project Narrative



Part II-Project Narrative



Part II-Project Narrative



Part III – Budget Narrative/Spreadsheet 



Part III – Budget Narrative/Spreadsheet 



Part III – Budget Narrative/Spreadsheet 



Part IV – Statement of Assurances



Award Parameters
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Examples of Allowable Costs
• Clothing, uniforms immunizations (25% of grant) 

• Food (if connected with nutrition training)

• Medical/Dental

• Parent outreach

• Counseling services

• Testing fees – AP/IB, SAT/ACT

• GED testing for school-age students

• School fees

• Personal school supplies (backpacks & notebooks)

• Birth certificates

• Tutoring Services, mentoring, summer programs
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Scoring Weights

• The score will be based on a 100 point scale.

• The maximum possible points an application 
can receive is 100 --

– Application Format/Organization - 5 points

– Part I –School Information - 0 points

– Part II – Project Narrative - 75 points

– Part III –Budget Narrative/Spreadsheet - 20 points

– Part IV –Statement of Assurances - 0 points



Review & Scoring Process

All applications will be rated according to the following factors:
• BIE will identify and assign outside reviewers to review all applications. The 

number of reviewers will be determined based upon the number of applications 
the agency receives.

• Each reviewer will rate and score each submitted application pursuant to the 
criteria described above. 

• Upon completion of all individual reviews, all reviewer ratings will be tabulated 
and an average score calculated for each non-disqualified application. 
– However, in instances where large discrepancies exist between individual reviewer scores, a 

meeting of all reviewers will be held and a second, final score shall be calculated through the 
consensus of all reviewers.

• The BIE McKinney-Vento State Coordinator will make final funding award 
determinations based upon: 

• A review of the average scores submitted by the reviewers, with applicants ranked 
from highest score to lowest score. 

• 25 or more homeless students identified in NASIS.



Application Submission



Additional Resources
• The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) 

www.serve.org/nche

• U.S. Department of Education, Education for Homeless Children Youth 
Program www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/index.html 

• The National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth (NAEHCY) www.naehcy.org 

• The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty (NLCHP) 
www.nlchp.org

• Bureau of Indian Education—McKinney- Vento  (Currently being updated) 
http://www.bie.edu/Programs/supprog/TitleXC/index.htm
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Contact Information
Valerie Todacheene, BIE MCV State Coordinator/Education Program Specialist

505-563-5269

valerie.todacheene@bie.edu

Marie Silverhatband, Education Program Specialist

928-674-5137

marie.silverhatband@bie.edu

Eleanor Jones, Education Program Specialist

505-368-3400/03

eleanor.jones@bie.edu

Andrea Bia, Education Program Specialist

928-283-2308

andrea.bia@bie.edu
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Questions
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