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Asbestos is a flexible and fire-resistant fiber which was added to a variety of products to provide strength, insulation, and fire-resistance.  In most products, asbestos is combined with a binding material to prevent it from becoming airborne; however, if asbestos should become airborne and is inhaled, it produces a severe health risk to individuals subjected to its long-term exposure.  
For this reason, asbestos management in secondary and elementary schools and facilities is especially important.  Friable asbestos-containing material (ACM) – or asbestos that can be reduced to dust by hand pressure – is a potential respiratory hazard which if ingested can cause breathing disorders and a type of cancer called asbestosis.  Any waste material contaminated with asbestos, including air filters used during remediation, bags or other packaging, disposable equipment, and clothing is considered Waste ACM.  Occupational Safety and Health Association (OSHA) regulations presume the following contain asbestos, unless proven otherwise: thermal system insulation and sprayed-on surfacing materials in buildings constructed before 1980, and asphalt and vinyl floor tile material installed before 1980.

To help determine if asbestos management regulations apply to your facility, consider the following questions:

1. Do you own any buildings that were built before 1978?

2. Do you own any building that (may) have asbestos containing materials (ACM)?
3. Do you handle any equipment or parts that (may) have ACM?

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, asbestos management regulations outlined in certain OSHA and Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) regulations may apply to you.  Review this section on Asbestos Management for more guidance.










[image: image1]