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INTRODUCTION 

Air quality issues are a significant concern in some areas where BIA facilities are located due to the decline in visibility and a decrease in overall air quality.  Poor local air quality can also be a human health and safety concern.  Pollutants, such as airborne asbestos, improperly vented exhaust from generators or boilers, and particulate emissions from dusty roads and woodshops, can impact the health of BIA employees.

Many man-made operations and naturally occurring processes at BIA facilities create air emissions that are regulated on a federal, state, or local level.  The following may generate emissions requiring regulation at BIA facilities:

· Painting operations; 

· Large furnaces, boilers, or incinerators; 

· Parts washers or cleaning activities; 

· Road paving operations; 

· Bureau-owned or operated vehicles;

· Bag houses in wood shops;

· Welding or sandblasting; and 

· Prescribed burns.
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APPLICABILITY

Office of Indian Programs (OIP)
Sources of air emissions at OIP facilities may include vehicles, air conditioning units, furnaces, asbestos, wood heaters, boilers, and road paving operations.   Depending on the size of the units or equipment as well as the air quality status of the area, emissions permits may be required for related operations.  
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE)
Air quality is a concern both inside and outside of schools; however, the Clean Air Act focuses on sources that emit pollutants outside of buildings and structures.  In particular, furnaces, boilers, areas containing asbestos, and bag houses in wood shops (to collect dust), which are often found in schools, may require a permit for operation.  
Office of Law Enforcement Services (OLES)
Maintenance facilities operated by OLES may include sources of air emissions in their vapor control mechanisms for fuel tanks, fleet vehicles, parts washers, welding, sandblasting, or paint operations in closed areas (e.g., spray booth), wastewater treatment plants, and landfills.  All of these operations have emissions associated with them, some of which may trigger the need for a permit.  
REGULATIONS and POLICIES

· The Clean Air Act (CAA) 
· The CAA Amendments of 1990 
· 40 CFR Part 82 - Protection of Stratospheric Ozone
· Executive Order 13423 - Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management
BIA POLICIES

The Department of the Interior and BIA are implementing strategic and action plans to meet the Executive Order requirements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

· The Plain English Guide to the Clean Air Act 
· The Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools Reference Guide (this is a large file (5.9MB); slow to open)
· Servicing Vehicle Air Conditioning Systems During the CFC Phaseout
· What You Should Know about Refrigerants when Purchasing or Repairing a Residential Air Conditioning System or Heat Pump
· Building and Grounds Maintenance Checklist
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and Halons - Air Quality Regulations


CFCs and halons are chemicals that have been identified as stratospheric ozone layer depleting substances (ODSs).  ODSs may be found in a variety of equipment at BIA facilities, including:





Chillers and window or mobile air conditioning units; 


Walk-in household, and cold storage refrigerators and freezers;


Water coolers; 


Halon fire extinguishing and suppressant systems; and


Methyl chloroform and Freon 113 solvent dip tanks.





It is illegal to knowingly vent (release without proper equipment) ODSs.  This is true for both stationary and motor vehicle air conditioning (MVAC) equipment.  When servicing, stationary and MVAC equipment must be evacuated and the refrigerant recovered and recycled on-site or reclaimed off-site, using equipment certified to meet U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards.  In addition, the technician servicing this equipment must be certified through EPA’s Section 608 Technician Certification Program.  The EPA has established recovery efficiency standards that vary depending on the size and type of air conditioning equipment being serviced.





Unlike CFC recovery equipment, halon recovery equipment does not have to be certified.  However, halon and halon-containing equipment must be recovered properly.  The halon must be recovered and sent to a facility for recycling in accordance with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) codes 10 and 12A, or destroyed using EPA-approved methods.  Proper disposal of halon-containing equipment means only sending such equipment for halon recovery or recycling to a facility (e.g., a manufacturer, a fire equipment dealer, a recycler, or an onsite BIA recovery and recycling operation) that is operated in accordance with NFPA 10 and 12A.











