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INTRODUCTION
[image: image1]Asbestos – a flexible and fire-resistant fiber – can be added to a variety of products to strengthen them and provide heat insulation and fire resistance.  In most products, asbestos is combined with a binding material so that it is not readily released into the air. However, if asbestos should become airborne and is inhaled, it can remain in the lungs for a long period of time, producing the risk for severe health problems that do not appear until many years later. As a result, asbestos presents a substantial health risk to individuals who are subjected to its long-term exposure.  For this reason, asbestos management in secondary and elementary schools and facilities is especially important.  Asbestos-Containing Material (ACM) is either friable or non-friable.  Friable ACM, or asbestos that can reduced to dust by hand pressure, is a potential respiratory hazard, which if inhaled, can cause breathing disorders and a type of cancer called asbestosis.  Any waste material contaminated with asbestos, including air filters used during remediation, bags or other packaging, disposable equipment, and clothing is considered waste ACM.  Certain materials are generally considered more likely to contain asbestos. Occupational Safety and Health Association (OSHA) regulations presume the following contain asbestos, unless proven otherwise: thermal system insulation and sprayed-on surfacing materials in buildings constructed before 1980, and asphalt and vinyl floor tile material installed before 1980.
APPLICABILITY

Many BIA facilities were constructed prior to the abandonment of asbestos in equipment and building materials.  Therefore, operations at these facilities, such as, renovating, demolishing, or fire management activities on ACM structures or buildings, increase the risk for asbestos exposure via inhalation.  Work involving vehicle maintenance can also create asbestos exposure (see below).  Therefore, a significant number of BIA facilities may require monitoring, remediation or abatement of ACM.  Structures constructed after 1978 generally should not contain asbestos due to the reduction in asbestos use around that time.
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Office of Indian Programs (OIP), Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), and Office of Law Enforcement Services (OLES)
Due to the age of many BIA facilities and buildings, OIP, BIE, and OLES are likely to have buildings and areas in which ACM is present.  Commonly occurring ACMs include:

· Road Shops: automobile gaskets, brake pads, brake linings, clutch facings, asphalt.

· Facility Management:  elevator brake shoes, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) duct insulation, boiler insulation, pipe insulation, electrical wiring insulation, heating and electrical ducts, cement pipes, cement wallboard, cement siding, roofing shingles, roofing felt, floor backing, vinyl floor tile/sheeting, asphalt floor tile, textured paints/coatings, solvents, joint compounds, adhesives, spackling compounds, caulking/putties. 

· Fire Management:  fireproof material, fire blankets, fire curtains.

· Building Interior: ceilings, walls, resilient sheet flooring and tiles, sprayed asbestos that has been applied to ceilings, beams, or other surfaces.

· Storage Areas: fireproofing materials, insulation material, acoustical and soundproofing material, fire doors, duct insulation.
· Structural Materials: roofing felts, siding, sheetrock, wallboard, drywall, joint compound, shingles, asphalt, hard plaster.
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REGULATIONS

· EPA Standard for Demolition and Renovation 40 CFR 61 Section 145

· EPA Standard for Waste Disposal 40 CFR 61 Section 150

· OSHA Standard for Exposure to Asbestos in the Workplace 29 CFR 1910.1001 and 1926.58

· The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA): This Act deals with the control of toxic substances and asbestos hazard emergency response management.  
· National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) 40 CFR 61.145: Asbestos is regulated as a hazardous air pollutant.  There are specific requirements that BIA must meet if it demolishes or renovates a structure containing asbestos, and if BIA landfills asbestos-containing waste material.  The regulations apply only if the amount of asbestos in the structure being demolished or amount of asbestos being removed or disturbed exceeds a particular threshold.
· Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) 40 CFR 763, Subpart E: AHERA regulations require local education agencies to inspect their school buildings for asbestos containing materials and take appropriate actions to control the release of asbestos fibers.  AHERA guidelines pertaining to elementary and secondary schools require that each local education agency develop an asbestos management plan for each school, including all the buildings it leases, owns, or otherwise uses as school buildings. The management plan must be developed by an accredited management planner (accredited through AHERA program) and include specific information listed in the Asbestos Management Checklist.
Any applicable tribal or state regulations must be reviewed to thoroughly assess compliance status.
BIA POLICIES
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Hazardous Material Management:  A detailed description in writing is required for each building that contains ACM.  The description should include name of building, address/number of building, and whether the building contains or is suspected to contain friable or non-friable ACM.
DISPOSAL

All asbestos-containing waste material shall be deposited as soon as practical at an appropriate waste disposal site. 
POLLUTION PREVENTION

N/A
FOR MORE INFORMATION

1. U.S. EPA, Managing Asbestos in Place: A Building Owner's Guide to Operations and Maintenance Programs ("Green Book").  Available from TSCA Hotline at ca-hotline@epa.gov or 202-554-0551.

2. U.S. EPA, Guidance for Controlling Asbestos Containing Material in Buildings ("Purple Book").  Available from TSCA Hotline at ca-hotline@epa.gov or 202-554-0551.

3. U.S. EPA, Asbestos in Buildings: Guidance for Service and Maintenance Personnel ("Custodial Brochure").  Available from TSCA Hotline at ca-hotline@epa.gov or 202-554-0551.

4. U.S. EPA, Guidance for Preventing Disease Among Auto Mechanics (Gold Book), 1986.  Available from TSCA Hotline at ca-hotline@epa.gov or 202-554-0551.

5. U.S. EPA, Controlling Brake Dust to Protect Your Health…What Every Auto Mechanic Should Know, 1986 Pamphlet.  Available from TSCA Hotline at ca-hotline@epa.gov or 202-554-0551.

6. Occupational Safety and Health Agency, Occupational Safety and Health Standards, Subtitle: Toxic and Hazardous Substances, Title: Asbestos, Standard 1910.1001 
7. EPA: The ABCs of Asbestos In Schools
8. EPA: Where Can Asbestos Be Found?
9. Asbestos Fact Sheet
10. EPA Asbestos: Health and Exposure
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