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Kindergarten ELA ESSENTIAL Standards  

Reading Foundation Skills: Critical for early reading success 

BIE.RF.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

BIEK.RF.K.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

BIE.K.RF.K.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

BIE.K.RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

Reading: Literature and Informational text 

BIE.K.RL.1 Independently write questions and answer those questions, using details, from a story he/she is reading. 

BIE.K.RI.1 Independently write questions and answer those questions, using details, from a nonfiction story they are 
reading. 

BIE.K.RI.2 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

BIE.K.RL.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details 

BIE.K.RI.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 

BIE.K.RL.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

BIE.K.RI.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

BIE.K.RL.4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text 

Speaking and Listening: Oral communication and collaboration skills 

BIE.SL. K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with 
peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

BIE.SL. K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not 
understood. 

BIE.SL. K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood. 

Language: Grammar, vocabulary, and conventions 

BIE.L.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

BIE.L.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

BIE.L.K.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
kindergarten reading and content. 



BIE.L.K.5 With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

Writing 

BIE.W.K.1 Use drawing, dictating, or writing to narrate, recount, or explain. 

BIE.W.K.2 Use writing to inform/explain (e.g., labeling, lists, facts). 

BIE.W.K.3 Use writing to express opinion (simple sentences, drawings with labels). 

BIE.W.K.5 Strengthen writing through guidance and revising 

 



Kindergarten Year-Long Scope and Sequence 
Quarter 1 (Weeks 1–9) – Foundations of Literacy & Oral Language 
Focus: Print awareness, phonemic awareness, letter recognition, oral communication, listening skills. 
Reading: 
BIE.RF.K.1: Recognize and produce rhyming words; identify beginning sounds. 
BIE.K.RF.K.2: Identify and name upper- and lowercase letters; match letters to sounds. 
BIE.K.RL.1 / BIE.K.RI.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in familiar stories and informational 
texts (oral comprehension emphasis). 
BIE.K.RI.2: Identify the main topic of a text (with teacher support). 
Writing: 
BIE.W.K.1: Draw, dictate, and write to express ideas. 
BIE.W.K.2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to label pictures or tell short stories. 
Speaking & Listening: 
BIE.SL.K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations about familiar topics. 
BIE.SL.K.2: Con�irm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally. 
Language: 
BIE.L.K.1: Print concepts, sentence awareness. 
BIE.L.K.2: Capitalization of �irst word in a sentence, punctuation awareness (period). 
BIE.L.K.4: Identify frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
BIE.L.K.5: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships (basic opposites or same/different). 
 
Quarter 2 (Weeks 10–18) – Phonics & Early Reading Comprehension 
Focus: Phonics skills, decoding, early comprehension, and writing sentences. 
Reading: 
BIE.K.RF.K.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills (short vowels, consonant 
blends). 
BIE.K.RF.K.4: Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 
BIE.K.RL.2: Retell stories, including key details. 
BIE.K.RI.3: Describe connection between illustrations and text. 
Writing: 
BIE.W.K.3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or experience. 
BIE.W.K.5: Respond to questions and suggestions from adults or peers in writing. 
Speaking & Listening: 
BIE.SL.K.3: Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify understanding. 
Language: 
Continue BIE.L.K.1–5: Begin focusing on frequently used adjectives, plural forms, and pronouns. 
 
Quarter 3 (Weeks 19–27) – Fluency, Comprehension, and Writing Expansion 
Focus: Reading �luency, comprehension strategies, narrative and informational writing. 
Reading: 
BIE.K.RL.3: Identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
BIE.K.RI.4: Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
BIE.K.RL.4: Ask and answer questions to understand text. 
Writing: 
BIE.W.K.1–3: Expand to writing multiple sentences; include spacing, punctuation, and capitalization. 
Begin simple opinion writing (supported with drawings). 
 



Language: 
BIE.L.K.1–5: Focus on expanding vocabulary, using descriptive words, and beginning to form complete 
sentences orally and in writing. 
 
Quarter 4 (Weeks 28–36) – Mastery & Application 
Focus: Consolidate reading skills, strengthen comprehension, writing for multiple purposes, and language 
conventions. 
Reading: 
Review all RF skills: decoding, sight words, �luency. 
BIE.K.RI.1–4, BIE.K.RL.1–4: Apply comprehension skills independently in reading and discussion. 
Encourage independent reading and sharing of ideas orally and in writing. 
Writing: 
BIE.W.K.1–3,5: Write longer narratives and informational pieces using drawings, dictation, and emergent 
writing. 
Include simple editing for punctuation, capitalization, and spacing. 
Speaking & Listening: 
BIE.SL.K.1–3: Participate actively in group discussions, present ideas, and describe experiences clearly. 
Language: 
BIE.L.K.1–5: Focus on standard sentence formation, correct use of nouns/verbs, and expanding 
vocabulary through reading and discussion. 
 
Notes on Pacing 
 RF skills are spiraled throughout the year: start with recognition and phonemic awareness, move 

to decoding and sight words, and conclude with �luency and comprehension. 
 
 Writing begins with drawing/dictating and gradually moves toward emergent writing and simple 

sentences. 
 
 Speaking/listening and language standards are integrated throughout, supporting reading and 

writing development. 
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