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April 24, 2026 

Dear Tribal Leader and Indian Education Stakeholder: 

The Bureau of Indian Education is committed to meaningful engagement with tribal nations 
about programs and initiatives that may impact their communities. As part of this commitment, 
we invite tribal leaders and representatives from the Hopi Tribal Community to participate in a 
consultation concerning a form designed to assess the risk associated with grant applications and 
awards. 

The Hopi Board of Education has submitted a grant application under the Tribally Controlled 
Schools Act. Under 2 CFR 200.206(b), the BIE must evaluate the risk posed by an applicant 
before issuing a federal award. This evaluation considers a recipient’s risk of non-compliance 
with Federal statutes, regulations and award conditions. While the Department of the Interior has 
the Acquisition, Assistance, and Asset Policy (DOI-AAAP) Financial Assistance Risk 
Assessment Checklist and the Financial Capability Questionnaire, these documents have not 
undergone tribal consultation by BIE tribal leaders or Indian education stakeholders.   

Topics for Discussion 

1. Overview of the Financial Assistance Risk Assessment Checklist and the Financial
Capability Questionnaire

2. Potential impacts on HBE’s award
3. Recommendations for improving the Financial Assistance Risk Assessment Checklist

and the Financial Capability Questionnaire
4. Procedure for ongoing communication and feedback

A one-hour webinar session will be scheduled. 

Date Time (Eastern) To Join Webinar: 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 9:00 a.m. Pacific 

10:00 a.m. Mountain 
11:00 a.m. Central 
12:00 p.m. Eastern 

Teams Registration Link  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F2a892331-d16f-422b-942e-f4c6c91049b7%400693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494&data=05%7C02%7CJuanita.Mendoza%40BIE.EDU%7C047e0aa884114818df8408dea19ed0eb%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C639125900641178871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CVnryGP9hJMfGn%2Fnc3oD4N5SxZuU2Oa2vb%2BJ9H%2FQNtM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F2a892331-d16f-422b-942e-f4c6c91049b7%400693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494&data=05%7C02%7CJuanita.Mendoza%40BIE.EDU%7C047e0aa884114818df8408dea19ed0eb%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C639125900641178871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CVnryGP9hJMfGn%2Fnc3oD4N5SxZuU2Oa2vb%2BJ9H%2FQNtM%3D&reserved=0
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Tribal leaders, representatives, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend this 
consultation and share their perspectives. Please register to ensure your participation. Written  
comments may also be submitted before the meeting. After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email with details for joining the meeting. 

Background information on the Financial Assistance Risk Assessment Checklist and the 
Financial Capability Questionnaire is available online. The DOI/BIE strongly recommends 
reviewing the DOI/BIE’s webpage prior to attending a tribal consultation session or submitting 
written comments to provide meaningful feedback. 

If you would like to provide written input, please submit your comments by email to 
kimberly.smith@bie.edu or by mail to Kimberly Smith, 909 1st Avenue, Suite 192, 
Seattle, WA 98104. Written comments are due no later than June 26 at 12:00 p.m. Pacific Time 
and may also be submitted prior to the webinar. 

If you have any questions regarding the tribal consultations, please contact Dr. Berdina Tsosie by 
phone at (612) 875-4985 or by email at berdina.tsosie@bie.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Tony L. Dearman 
Director 

https://www.bie.edu/sites/default/files/documents/2026_may_risk_assessment_consultation.pdf
https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/juanita_mendoza_indianaffairs_gov/Documents/kimberly.smith@bie.edu
https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/juanita_mendoza_indianaffairs_gov/Documents/berdina.tsosie@bie.edu
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