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 Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer selected as president of Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute 

WASHINGTON – Tamarah Pfeiffer, Ph.D., a member of the Navajo Nation, has been appointed 

as the president of Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute (SIPI). SIPI is a post-secondary 

institution operated by the Bureau of Indian Education and located in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. The community college offers programs ranging from liberal arts to pre-engineering.  

“Dr. Pfeiffer has been inspiring Indigenous students for more than 40 years,” said Bureau of 

Indian Education Director Tony L. Dearman. “She most recently served as BIE’s chief academic 

officer and has a phenomenal reputation in Indian education. Her experience will cultivate a 

college environment that will create culturally diverse learning opportunities for Indigenous 

students.” 

During her career at BIE, Pfeiffer served as acting president at Haskell Indian Nations University, 

BIE chief academic officer, and associate deputy director for Navajo Schools. Before joining BIE, 

Pfeiffer held positions at Arizona State University, Penn State, Dine College, and Northern 

Arizona State University.   

“My primary focus will be to build upon the college’s strengths from the perspective of a 

growth mindset,” Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer said. “We must prioritize SIPI’s partnerships with 

surrounding Tribal communities, colleges, and universities, both public and private, so we can 

seamlessly transition SIPI students to four-year studies. I want to create an environment where 

SIPI is a springboard for every student to launch into a successful and prosperous career that 

will contribute back to their communities. To accomplish that, we must thoroughly prepare our 

students for a four-year degree and a career of highly skilled employment.” 
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Pfeiffer received a doctorate in educational leadership from Penn State University and a 

master’s degree in English from Middlebury College’s Bread Loaf School of English. She earned 

her bachelor’s degree in secondary education with an emphasis on teaching English as a second 

language from the University of New Mexico. 

 

“The SIPI mission statement entrusts us with the duty of preparing our culturally diverse Native 

American students as life-long learners through partnerships with Tribes, employers and other 

organizations,” said Dr. Pfeiffer. “I will work tirelessly to ensure our mission statement becomes 

a reality for each SIPI student. I am honored and excited to work with the exceptional faculty, 

staff, students, and every Tribal stakeholder at SIPI. Moving forward together, we will serve and 

build our Tribal communities in a way that will make future generations proud of the work we 

have done.” 
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About Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute 

Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute (SIPI) is a public tribal land-grant community college 

in Bernalillo County, New Mexico. SIPI is operated and funded through the Bureau of Indian 

Education. More than 120 different Tribal Nations are represented in SIPI's student body. SIPI 

graduates have transferred to some of the most prestigious universities in the nation including 

Stanford, Harvard, Notre Dame, UC Berkeley, and Dartmouth. For more information, visit 

https://www.sipi.edu/.  

About Bureau of Indian Education  

The Bureau of Indian Education implements federal Indian education programs and funds 183 

elementary and secondary day and boarding schools serving approximately 47,000 students. 

BIE oversees the operation of two postsecondary schools, Southwestern Indian Polytechnic 

Institute and Haskell Indian Nations University. BIE administers grants for 29 Tribally-controlled 

colleges and universities and two tribal technical colleges. For more information, visit the BIE 

website at https://www.bie.edu/. 
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