
HEARING OFFICERS AND QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 
Harvey C. Sweitzer has been a licensed attorney since 1953 and an administrative law 

judge (ALJ) since 1970.  He presently is an ALJ in the Departmental Cases Hearings 

Division (DCHD), Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of the Interior 

(DOI).  With DCHD, he has presided over cases arising under many statutes, including 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1415, Indian 

Self-Determination and Education Act, 25 U.S.C. §§ 450-450n, and laws governing the 

probate of Indian estates. 

 

James H. Heffernan has been a licensed attorney since 1968 and an administrative law 

judge (ALJ) since 1995.  He presently is an ALJ in the Departmental Cases Hearings 

Division (DCHD), Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of the Interior 

(DOI).  With DCHD, he has presided over cases arising under many statutes, including 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1415, Indian 

Self-Determination and Education Act, 25 U.S.C. §§ 450-450n, and laws governing the 

probate of Indian estates. 

 

Robert G. Holt has been a licensed attorney since 1978 and an administrative law judge 

(ALJ) since 1997.  He presently is an ALJ in the Departmental Cases Hearings Division 

(DCHD), Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI).  With 

DCHD, he has presided over cases arising under many statutes, including the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1415, Indian Self-Determination and 

Education Act, 25 U.S.C. §§ 450-450n, and laws governing the probate of Indian estates. 

 

Andrew S. Pearlstein has been a licensed attorney since 1977 and an administrative law 

judge (ALJ) since 1985.  He presently is an ALJ in the Departmental Cases Hearings 

Division (DCHD), Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of the Interior 

(DOI).  With DCHD, he has presided over cases arising under many statutes, including 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1415, Indian 

Self-Determination and Education Act, 25 U.S.C. §§ 450-450n, and laws governing the 

probate of Indian estates. 


