
      
     

   
 

   
 

                  
                 

                    
       

                  
                   

                     
                 

  

                
               
          

                   
                 

 
 
 

                
    

 
               

         
 

             
                         

 
     

  
                  

             
                 

                 
                 

                    
                
            

                   
      

 
              

              

Online Meeting: Bureau of Indian Education 
Advisory Board for Exceptional Children 

July 28-29, 2021 

Purpose of the Meeting: The Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) Advisory Board members will be provided information from 
various presenters regarding the BIE's Special Education Program. This information will help the Board to develop their 
priorities and recommendations for the annual report and to fulfill the requirements of meeting at least a minimum of two 
meetings per year. 

Supplementary Information: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and for the safety of all individuals the BIE Advisory Board 
meeting will be conducted online. This meeting is being held under the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C., Appendix, as amended), the Government in the Sunshine Act of 1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), 
and Public Law 108-446 Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, Part B, Sec. 611(a)(6); Sec. 
612(a)(21)(A). 

Target Audience: Individuals who are concerned with the special education and related services for children with 
disabilities within the BIE school system. Individuals may be parents, teachers, paraprofessionals, related service providers, 
principals, superintendents, administrators, various tribes, BIE personnel and the public. 

Online Meeting & Time Zone: The Mountain Daylight Time (MDT) zone will be used for this meeting. Arizona (excluding 
the Navajo Nation) uses the PDT zone. The Navajo Nation uses the Mountain Daylight Time zone (MDT). 

The meeting access codes will be used for both meeting days, July 28 & 29, 2021 
Join Zoom.Gov Meeting: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1603375406?pwd=Q2ZOc0dNSkVlVi8rK0xCendFNHl2dz09 

One tap mobile: Meeting ID: 160 337 5406 Passcode: 343566 
+16692545252,,1603375406#,,,,*343566# US (San Jose) or +16468287666,,1603375406#,,,,*343566# US (New York) 

Dial by your location: Meeting ID: 160 337 5406 Passcode: 343566 
+1 669 254 5252 (San Jose) or +1 646 828 7666 (New York) or+1 669 216 1590 (San Jose) or +1 551 285 1373 US 

Find your local number: https://www.zoomgov.com/u/abz0edJQ8o 
 

 

 
 

Public Comments 
Purpose: The BIE Advisory Board is seeking comments from the public regarding the concerns, issues to improve the 
special education program for students with disabilities within the BIE school system. 
Rules: Limit 3-minutes for comments. Before commenting provide your name, the agency you represent, your city and 
state. Please provide as much information as possible about your topic. To ensure confidentiality refrain from using 
student or individual names. Written statements being submitted in response to the agenda announced in this notice 
must be received by the DFO at least five calendar days prior to the first day of the meeting date. 
Public Comments can also be sent to the Designated Federal Officer (DFO) at any time using: 
Email: Jennifer.davis@indianaffairs.gov; or FAX: (602) 265-0293 Attention: Jennifer Davis, DFO; or 
U.S. Postal or Hand Delivered to: Bureau of Indian Education, Attention: Jennifer Davis, DFO, 2600 N. Central Ave., 12th 
Floor, Suite 250, Phoenix, AZ 85004 

Questions about the BIE Advisory Board: Contact: Jennifer Davis, Designated Federal Officer (DFO) 
Office: (602) 240-8597 | Mobile: (202) 860-7845 | FAX: (602) 265-0293 | Email: jennifer.davis@bie.edu 
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Online Meeting: BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children 

DAY 1 - Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM (MDT) 

        
 

                                      
 

 

                 
 

          
            
              
          
             

 
              

            
            
                    

   
                
                

 
              

              
                  

              
    

 

                
  

                  
         

             
          

        
               

              
          

 

         

             

                  
            

             
                   

               
                

             
   

8:00 a.m. MDT BIE Advisory Board meeting 
 Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call - Norman Shawanokasic, Chairperson 
 Webinar Logistics, Meeting Purpose, Regulations, etc. - Jennifer Davis, Designated Federal Officer (DFO) 
 Introduction of new board members (if there are any). 
 New Business and Old Business - Review meeting minutes of last meeting 

8:30 a.m. MDT BIE Central Office Update - (Central Office Representative) 
1. Describe the social and emotional learning issued impacted by COVID-19? 
2. Describe the challenges the BIE is facing regarding COVID-19 related issues? 
3. Describe the steps the BIE will be taking to ensure the well-being of all students in BIE funded schools 

across the country? 
4. Describe the data regarding assisting and increased participation and learning in BIE funded schools? 
5. How are staff being supported in terms of their own social-emotional well-being or mental health 

concerns? 
6. Describe the evidence-based interventions being used to assist schools using specific trauma informed 

curricula? And how can the DPA and the ERC’s assist schools in this area? 
7. The BIE is providing the, "BIE Behavioral Health and Wellness Program", webinar series for BIE and school 

staff. How many total participants attended? How many BIE employees attended? And how many 
sessions will there be? 

9:30 a.m. MDT BIE Special Education Program. Presenter: Dr. Eugene Thompson, Acting Supervisory 
Education Specialist 
1. Describe the data as it relates to graduation rates and dropout rates for students with disabilities (SWD) 

as compared to students without disabilities in BIE schools? 
2. Post School Outcomes: how do post-secondary education, employment, and independent living outcomes 

for SWD compare with students without disabilities in BIE schools? 
3. Describe the Certification of Completion for SWD? 
4. Describe the primary monitoring strengths and issues from the Office of Special Education Programs 

monitoring activities from past three years (SY16-17, SY17-18 and SY18-19). Also, describe the next 
steps/outcomes related to the DPA monitoring, e.g., training, initiatives. 

10:30 a.m. MDT Break (15 minutes) 

10:45 a.m. MDT Miccosukee Indian School. Presenter: Michelle Font, Administrator 

1. Considering the impact of COVID-19 in the past year, how has your school addressed challenges related to 
academics, learning loss, student and educator wellness, resiliency and social-emotional learning, in 
general for all faculty, staff, and students and for students with disability, specifically? 

2. Describe the education process used at your school, e.g., virtual, hybrid, in person. How is this working for 
students with disabilities? Describe what is working well. Describe your challenges. 

3. Instruction delivery – Describe the current status of instructional delivery? For example, is there adequate 
provision of broadband access, technology, adaptive equipment required to address the student's needs 
and academic goals? 

Online Meeting: BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children, July 28-29, 2021 2 | P a g e 



Online Meeting: BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children 

4. How has the school supported parent and family engagement to include issues such as parents as 
teachers, food insecurity, job loss, guardian loss/disability due to COVID-19? 

5. How is the school implementing their approaches to recruitment and retention for educators? Describe 
what is working and your ideas for improvement. How can the BIE, DPA and the ERC’s support your school 
in the area of special education? 

6. How is professional development being addressed for all educators within the school? What additional support is 
provided to the school staff? How can the BIE, DPA and the ERC’s support your school in the area of special 
education? 

11:45 a.m. MDT Public Commenting Session - (15 minutes). Join by webinar or phone. 
Use the Zoom access information found on page 1 of this agenda. 

12:00 p.m. MDT Lunch (1 hour) 

1:00 p.m. MDT Public Commenting Session - (15 minutes). Join by webinar or phone. 
Use the Zoom access information found on page 1 of this agenda. 

1:15 p.m. MDT Cheyenne-Eagle Butte School. Presenter: Jennifer Bowman, Ed. S., Principal 
The presenter will be responding to the same questions as listed for the previous school. 

2:30 p.m. MDT Break (15 minutes) 

2:45 p.m. MDT BIE Student Health Program. Presenter: Teresia Paul, Student Health Specialist 
1. Provide an overview about the BIE's Behavior Health Program (BHP). The history, purpose of the program, 

staff working in the program, the location site(s), how and when the BHP program got started. 
2. Since the inception of the BIE's BHP, provide an update about the projects that have taken place and the 

progress of these projects. 
3. What special activities is the BHP working on for the upcoming SY 2021-2022? 
4. Describe how the BHP supports students with disabilities or special education programs within BIE funded 

schools? 
5. What items or components does the BHP still need to obtain to get the program running in full operation? 
6. Does the BHP provide treatment to students within the BIE school system? Such as group therapy, 

individual therapy, case management and aftercare planning or medication consultation and treatment. 

3:45 p.m. MDT Board Work Session 
 Reflect on Day 1 presentation 

4:00 p.m. MDT Recess 

DAY 2 - Thursday, July 29, 2021 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM (MDT) 

        
 

                                      
 

                 
          

               
                   

      
                 

                     
 

                  
            

 
         

 

                    
            

 

               
               

 
         

 

                
                 

                 
                    

      
               
                

  
                     
                 

             
 

         
      

 
             
 

               
 

          
            
           
                

 

8:00 a.m. MDT BIE Advisory Board meeting 
 Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call - Norman Shawanokasic, Chairperson 
 Webinar Logistics, Meeting Purpose, Regulations, etc. - Jennifer Davis, DFO 
 If needed - New Business and Old Business - Review meeting minutes of last meeting 
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Online Meeting: BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children 

8:30 a.m. MDT Associate Deputy Director Office (ADD) Special Education Program Reports 
 8:30 a.m. MDT ADD/Bureau Operated Schools (BOS). 

Presenter: Gloria Yepa, Education Specialist/Special Education Programs 
 9:30 a.m. MDT ADD/Tribally Controlled Schools (TCS). 

Presenter: Dr. Cherie Poitra, Education Specialist/Special Education Programs 
 10:30 a.m. MDT BREAK (15-minutes) 
 10:45 a.m. MDT ADD/Navajo Region Schools (BOS & TCS). 

Presenters: Evangeline Bradley-Wilkinson, Acting Education Specialist and 
Carrie Watahomigie, Education Specialist/Special Education Programs 

Each ADD Office will be responding to the following questions: 
1. Considering the impact of COVID-19 in the past year, what are the top challenges schools in your region 

have faced throughout the year for staff, parents and students? And what is being done to assist with 
these challenges? Topics may have included: learning loss, the number of lost classroom hours, equitable 
technology access, broadband access, student and educator wellness, resiliency and social-emotional 
learning. 

2. What major projects are being planned for the schools in your region for SY2021-2022 to ensure special 
education services are being adequately supported? And how will the Education Resource Center (ERC's) 
be involved in the projects? 

3. Provide an update about the SY2021-2022 Return-To-School Plans and how are special education services 
supported in the plans? 

4. Specifically focusing on special education, provide information about special education and related 
services positions. What is the number of filled position as compared to the number of current vacancies 
in the schools within your region? What type of job retention strategies are being implemented to retain 
the current employees? What challenges do the schools face to fill these vacancies? 

11:45 a.m. MDT Public Commenting Session - (15 minutes) Join by webinar or phone. 
Use the Zoom access information found on page 1 of this agenda. 

12:00 p.m. MDT Lunch (1 hour) 

1:00 p.m. MDT Public Commenting Session - (15 minutes) Join by webinar or phone. 
Use the Zoom access information found on page 1 of this agenda. 

1:15 p.m. MDT BIE Performance Office - Travis Clark, Chief Performance Officer 

1. Provide an update about the recent virtual monitoring for the six school sites that were monitored for 
SY2020-21. 

a. Provide information about the overall monitoring process such as Strengths and Weaknesses 
encountered; and what Recommendations are there to refine the virtual monitoring process? 

b. What are the findings being reported for each of the six schools that were monitored, specifically 
for special education? 

c. What topic areas are consistently being reported within each of the six school that were 
monitored, specifically for special education? 
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Online Meeting: BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children 

2. Describe the process of providing technical assistance to the schools, the timeline to complete the follow-
up with each school; and the overall finalization of the SY 2020-2021 virtual monitoring. 

3. When will the next monitoring for 2021-2022 start and how many schools are expected to be monitored? 
Will the next monitoring be virtual or on-site? 

2:00 p.m. MDT (15 minutes) 

2:15 p.m. Presenter: Dr. E. Thompson, Supervisory Education Specialist, DPA/Special Education Program 
 The BIE Advisory Board for Exceptional Children will assist the BIE in setting the State Performance 

Plan and Annual Performance Plan (SPP/APR) indicator targets for the next 6 years, for FFY2020 to 
FFY2025. 

4:00 p.m. MDT Adjourn 
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